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Extreme Weather Events Are Changing Communities, 
and the Insurance Industry, as They Respond to the 
Ongoing and Costly Climate of Change
By John L. Parker

!e annual legislative forum of the Environmental and 
Energy Law Section of the New York State Bar Association 
was held in person in Albany, New York, and virtually on May 
7, 2025.1 !is year’s event featured the New York State Legis-
lature leaders from the Environmental Conservation commit-
tees of the Assembly and Senate to discuss legislative priorities 
and accomplishments. !e 2025 panel discussion brought 
together experts to discuss the topic “!e End of the World 
As We Knew It: What Is the Role for Government and Pri-
vate Industry in How Insurance Markets Respond to Extreme 
Weather Events and a Changing Climate?” !e event con-
cluded with a keynote address from then-acting commissioner 
of the New York State Department of Environmental Conser-
vation, Amanda Lefton. Commissioner Lefton was con"rmed 
by the New York State Senate on May 28, 2025. 

!e forum demonstrated that extreme weather can dra-
matically change the future of many communities caught in 
these storms and natural disasters. While the private insur-
ance industry is changing its approach due to costs of re-
sponding to and restoring property losses, there is a clear 
need for government to revisit its role in these processes. !is 
is particularly true given the federal government’s work to 
downsize agencies and shift "nancial burdens to states. !e 
data shows that climate change disasters are increasing in se-
verity and magnitude with no foreseeable respite from this 
trend. Further, scienti"c data – about weather and related 
analysis – will become increasingly relied upon by insurance 
decision makers, and likely, developers and homeowners, to 
aid their decisions of where and when to buy and develop 
places to live and work. 

!e event highlighted the need for a continued and ro-
bust discussion of all these developing issues to address ex-
treme weather. 

Special thanks to Howard Tollin, former chair of the En-
vironmental and Energy Law Section of the New York State 
Bar Association, who remains active in the section. He is 
president of Sterling Environmental and Professional Servic-
es and serves as editor-in-chief of the Environmental Claims 
Journal. He has long been a trusted leader in this burgeoning 
"eld of environmental law. 

Background
!e costs of extreme weather, in terms of losses in lives 

and the expenses of the losses and the costs of restora-
tion are tragic and substantial.2 !e new reality presents 
many challenges and can upend families and communities. 
Changing weather patterns stress the traditional mecha-
nisms to predict weather and place new burdens upon the 
public and private sectors to deal with the aftermath. !e 
impacts of extreme weather are likely to worsen in the fu-
ture. As recently as 2024, a substantial number of home-
owners in the United States – approximately 7.4% or 6.1 
million homes – remain uninsured, leaving $1.6 trillion 
of their home values exposed to natural disasters.3 Some 
insurers see the signi"cant increase in temperatures driven 
by climate change as rendering entire areas uninsurable 
and question whether governments would have su#cient 
resources to bail out these communities – a result that can 
be avoided if climate impact reducing strategies are aggres-
sively implemented.4
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More and more energy is needed to power business and 
increase prosperity, further creating stress on climate systems. 
!e increases in data centers and the power needs of arti"cial 
intelligence are driving a somewhat insatiable need for ener-
gy.5 !ere are many e$orts underway to develop ways to re-
duce the environmental impacts from these energy needs, in-
cluding the State of New York formally seeking an advanced 
nuclear power plant to operate upstate to help stabilize the 
grid and meet energy needs.6 !e negative environmental 
impacts should be met head-on and reduced as much as pos-
sible. Indeed, resilience e$orts have been advanced in New 
York and the prognosis among many is optimistic that proac-
tive measures can help lessen or avoid some negative impacts 
in a cost-e$ective way that will also saves lives.7 Absent bal-
anced and comprehensive action, we are hurtling forward on 
a collision course with a more unlivable world due to natural 
disasters that will be economically more costly to insure and 
more di#cult to recover from.

While federal policy priorities can change, we need to 
continue to develop a growing body of data, including feder-
ally mandated climate assessments. !e federal data, however, 
is becoming increasingly unavailable to the public.8 So too is 
the need to reassess and to improve policies and incentives, 
not because it is easy and not because it is hard, but because 
it is necessary for our health, well-being, and the prosperity 
for our children. 

In 1968, for the "rst time, the NASA photo “Earthrise” 
showed the world as the fragile place we call home in the 
vastness of space. As fragile as it is, the earth will be "ne if 
we do nothing. We, however, will not be "ne without action. 
Moving forward, e$orts need to be made for businesses and 
government to work better together. We need certainty, pre-
dictability, fairness, and positive results.

In the "nal analysis, conserving and protecting the envi-
ronment is more than an American tradition. It must be seen 
as a birthright, to be sensibly and cost e#ciently addressed. 
If we do not act, rhetoric alone is not going to "x anything.

Introduction
Over the past several years, previously predictable weath-

er patterns have changed. !e changes are signi"cant, with 
more windy days, and sometimes very windy days becoming 
the norm. Extreme rains are also becoming more frequent 
and more intense.9 It can be di#cult to fully understand our 
predictive tools for extreme storms, which are often charac-
terized in somewhat misleading ways. For instance, the term, 
“100 year storms” can add confusion to public understanding 
of weather and the likelihood of extreme weather events.10 
For New Yorkers, Hurricane Sandy was a seminal moment 
that foretold the future vulnerability of our communities to 
signi"cant weather events.11 It also demonstrated the need 

to "nd new ways to rebuild to lessen the impacts of these 
weather events.12 !ese lessons, unfortunately, are repeatedly 
being taught to di$erent communities around the country, 
often at signi"cant cost. 

Atmospheric rivers bring substantial rain events, higher 
winds cause more damage, and %ooding has become more 
prevalent as rainstorms are more frequent and intense, bring-
ing up to 20%+ more rain per storm event than just a few 
years ago. Ironically, there are also areas of dry conditions 
and drought that, when combined with higher winds, have 
produced signi"cant "res that have devastated communities. 
Hurricane damage and changing sea levels will likely serve 
to make the problem more intense in various parts of New 
York and the country. Indeed, in July 2025, there were a least 
four 1-in-a-1,000-year rainfall events in the United States – 
in North Carolina, Chicago, and New Mexico – that resulted 
in at least three deaths.13 !ese issues are not limited just 
to other states. Given the varied and expansive landscape of 
New York State, they should be expected here as well. 

!e %ooding in Texas brings an unfortunate focus to what 
can happen and what increasingly is likely to occur as chang-
ing extreme weather events increase in strength and strike 
areas – whether they are developed or not. !e consequences 
of this tragic day highlight the need to better understand the 
many factors that exacerbate the impact of extreme weather 
– including building locations that may be in known %ood-
plains and the need to incorporate resiliency practices into 
siting and construction when possible.14 !e ability to fore-
cast and to understand the changing climate is directly relat-
ed to the data collected by complex systems around the coun-
try.15 !e federal e$orts needed to compile such climate data 
– enabling it to be analyzed and e$ectively communicated 
– are not a priority in the next federal budget.16 !ese chang-
ing federal priorities, including the collection of weather data 
that enables accurate and comprehensive weather forecast-
ing, are being scaled back across the federal government.17 
Further, agencies that do respond to the disasters, such as 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), have 
an uncertain future. FEMA, which has a signi"cant role in 
responding to extreme weather events, is changing as federal 
priorities seek to shift the burden for managing these events 
to various impacted states, although the extent of these 
changes and the ability of states to replace missing federal 
oversight and funds is unknown.18

Private insurance is a vital component of American real 
estate – for both residential and business properties. !e in-
dustry has responded to more volatile and extreme weather 
conditions by, in some cases, increasing premiums or even 
withdrawing from high-risk areas. !e implications of these 
weather events is staggering – between 2018 and 2022, the 
annual number of disaster declarations from climate related 
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events almost doubled (over the previous 50-year period of 
1960 – 2010).19 !e costs in 2023, alone, resulted in ap-
proximately $114 billion in disaster costs, of which only $80 
million was insured.20 !e longer-term impacts of these ex-
treme weather events is further demonstrated by the fact that 
researchers, looking at nationwide climate-related disaster 
events, have found decreasing health care resources availabil-
ity after these events, which can last for years after the storm 
occurs and most signi"cantly impact lower income commu-
nities21 !e insurance markets are continually responding to 
these changing circumstances, particularly as more and more 
data becomes available and the costs dramatically increase. 

One response with signi"cant implications has been to 
increase insurance premiums in high-risk markets – where 
climate-related risk is expected to be higher.22 !ere are some 
circumstances where particular extreme weather risks – in-
cluding "re and %ood damages – have resulted in insurance 
companies entirely withdrawing from these markets.23 !e 
changes are putting some homeowners and businesses in "-
nancial predicaments and impacting the costs of new home-
ownership. On average, over the past six years United States 
insurance premiums have risen 38% faster than homeown-
er&income has risen – 22% – forcing some to rely upon state 
insurance programs previously considered as a last resort 
for such coverage.24 While there are regional di$erences in 
these costs, the trajectory is clear – particularly in areas where 
whether events, such as hurricanes and related wind damage, 
have also become more extreme.25 !ese events can leave 
some communities lacking su#cient or necessary insurance 
coverage when they are decimated by extreme weather and 
are forced to struggle to "nd ways to rebuild after disasters. 

!e panel discussion focused on a variety of key insur-
ance issues impacted by these climate challenges, including: 
property exposure, claims, loss control, underwriting consid-
erations, data driven policy risk decision making, and pro-
posed changes to the public-private partnership. !is discus-
sion addressed how developing patterns of extreme weather 
can leave communities decimated as they struggle to "nd 
ways to rebuild after disasters. 

Panel Discussion
!e End of the World As We Knew It: What Is the Role for 

Government and Private Industry in How Insurance Markets 
Respond to Extreme Weather Events and a Changing Climate?

!e assessment of climate risk for the insurance indus-
try is not new. !ese e$orts have&been undertaken by the 
federal government, which reviewed state regulatory e$orts 
that would take into account the costs and risks associated 
with extreme weather, among other ongoing challenges be-
ing directly impacted by the climate.26 !e FIO was directed 
“to assess climate-related issues or gaps in the supervision 

and&regulation of insurers … and to further assess, in consul-
tation with States, the potential for major disruptions of pri-
vate insurance coverage in regions of the country particularly 
vulnerable to climate change impacts.”27 

In 2023, a Climate-Related Financial Risk Report was is-
sued by the Federal Insurance O#ce (the FIO) of the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury pursuant to executive order. 28 
!e report acknowledged that climate-related risks were in-
creasingly signi"cant challenges for the insurance industry, 
but that state insurance oversight was only just beginning at 
that time.29 In sum, and among its numerous recommenda-
tions, is that more work was needed by “state and federal reg-
ulators and policymakers, as well as by the private sector and 
the climate science and research communities,” to e$ectively 
understand the “nature of climate-related risks for the insur-
ance industry, their implications for insurance regulation and 
supervision, and for the stability of the "nancial system – in-
cluding for real estate markets and the banking sector.”30 

!e panel participants addressed the need for extreme 
weather to be acknowledged as a signi"cant and a driving 
force changing the insurance coverage that is relied upon 
by most Americans – business and homeowners alike. !e 
discussion focused on the increasing event frequency and 
billions of dollars each year needed to cover losses for each 
event, the implications for companies willing to issue cov-
erage in these markets, and implications and challenges for 
claimants seeking coverage. !e discussion also looked at the 
evolving dynamic between a changed view regarding the role 
of the federal government seeking to diminish, if not elimi-
nate, its existing role to fund and to contribute substantial 
"nancial resources in the worst-case scenarios and the impact 
of these changes for the broader market that needs insurance 
policies. !is variable – and how states could be able to "nd 
"nancial resources to fund e$orts to address extreme weather 
if the federal government’s role is radically decreased – adds 
another signi"cant unknown into the overall equation.

Panelists
Drew Howard, MEM 
Technical Director, Economic and Complex Analytics  
Roux Associates

Mr. Howard’s presentation focused on the role of govern-
ment and private industry in response to extreme weather 
events. He discussed the data-intensive nature of the analysis, 
the evolution of environmental insurance in response to ex-
treme weather, an increase in the frequency and magnitude 
of storms and related damages, an increase in premiums, and 
ongoing threats to the public share of resources needed to 
address these events as the federal government reassesses pri-
orities and policies. Mr. Howard detailed the trend in these 
weather events and noted that in 2024, there were 27 indi-
vidual weather and climate disasters with at least $1 billion in 
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damages, trailing only the records of 28 such events in 2023. 
He reviewed the traditional role that the federal government 
has played in diversifying risk for states, citing a number of 
historic examples. 

Mr. Howard noted the signi"cant range of insurance in-
dustry losses in the past ten years due to extreme weather, 
although industry changes have been able to reduce or curtail 
such losses. He also set forth a number of ways to address 
extreme weather risk in the future, including investing in re-
silience and mitigation, improved climate related data, new 
funding sources including bonds and parametric insurance, 
and a revisiting of the public-private collaboration.31

Mr. Howard has over a decade of experience in economic and 
"nancial analysis for mass tort and environmental litigation. He 
also specializes in risk management, focusing on climate change 
and greenhouse gas emissions, and helping clients navigate regu-
latory challenges and mitigate future risks. He provides data-
driven insights and strategic support to clients in complex litiga-
tion and risk management matters.

Mr. Howard holds a Master of Environmental Management 
from Duke University, with a specialization in environmental 
economics and policy. He also graduated magna cum laude with 
honors with a bachelor of science in marine biology from the 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington.

Joshua Weisberg  
Chief Risk O!cer  
Managing Director RMS

Mr. Weisberg addressed a number of insurance under-
writing issues. He provided an in-depth presentation of the 
challenges for the insurance industry as it responds to envi-
ronmental claims and adjusts to provide products that can 

address extreme weather and natural disasters and the costs 
of damages and restoration of property losses.

Mr. Weisberg joined SterlingRisk in 2014 following more 
than a decade of outside legal practice representing insurers and 
policyholders in coverage disputes. Josh oversees all aspects of the 
agency’s claims handling functionality and broader array of de-
liverables connected to contractual analysis, loss control and other 
a$liated operations. Josh also oversees strategies for facilitating 
underwriting negotiations with property and casualty carriers, 
particularly given the challenges in the New York marketplace. 

As Chief Risk O$cer, he is one of SterlingRisk’s principal 
client advocates for coverage and claims issues. Along with his 
team of highly experienced attorneys, he has convinced carriers to 
withdraw declinations of coverage representing tens of millions of 
dollars in exposure to SterlingRisk’s clients. 

Earlier in his career, Mr. Weisberg served as claims and un-
derwriting counsel to various liability insurers and seconded 
to a Lloyd’s of London syndicate as in house counsel. In that 
capacity, Josh was responsible for drafting insurance forms and 
general oversight of risk portfolios covering engineers, real estate 
brokers, "nancial planners and other professionals. In addition 
to his work developing and interpreting insurance contracts, Josh 
also has extensive experience advising clients on general insurance 
regulatory matters and insurance transactional issues. 

Mr. Weisberg graduated from Fordham Law School in May 
2005 and obtained his B.A. from Yeshiva University in Septem-
ber 2002. While at Fordham, he served as an assistant to the 
General Counsel for the New York State Insurance Department 
(now the Department of Financial Services) where he drafted 
advisory opinions regarding New York State’s insurance laws and 
regulations. 
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John O’Marra 
President  
RT Specialty New York

Mr. O’Marra’s presentation addressed a number of issues 
regarding the changing response of the insurance industry 
to extreme weather. He discussed the changing risks in the 
New York Metropolitan area, including the increase in the 
frequency and severity of coastal %ooding. Mr. O’Marra 
noted how signi"cant storm events have had substantial 
impacts far inland from the coast areas. He discussed the 
variables impacting the commercial property insurance mar-
ket, from in%ation to demand surge to labor shortages. Mr. 
O’Marra also noted how FEMA e$orts to identify areas of 
projected %ooding show that dramatically increased impacts 
may occur, including from the impacts of sea level rise. He 
also noted that the "nancial pressures on insurance compa-
nies are resulting in coverage restrictions and some compa-
nies no longer being willing to provide insurance in more 
hazardous areas.

Mr. O’Marra is currently President of the RT Specialty New 
York o$ce, representing more than one hundred "fty brokers 
placing over $1.75B premium and $130M revenue in 2024. 
He is a Property Broker and Team Leader. Since joining RT 
Specialty in May of 2011, his team has achieved double digit 
organic growth every year for 14 consecutive years. He specializes 
in "rst party coverage for Energy, Construction, Real Estate, In-
frastructure and Public Entity business. John is a Practice Group 
Leader for the RT’s Energy vertical.

In 2018, Mr. O’Marra and his team were awarded the 
Property Broker of the Year award from RT Specialty, and were 
the only Property team nominated by Business Insurance for the 
Wholesale Team of the Year award. In 2019, Mr. O’Marra and 
his team were awarded the Patrick G. Ryan Award. In 2020, 
Mr. O’Marra and his team won the RT President’s Award for 
Property, and were also nominated for the Insurance Insider 
Honors Broking Team of the Year. In 2021, he was awarded the 
Patrick G. Ryan Award for a second time. 

Prior to joining RT Specialty, he began his career at Marsh 
in New York as a property broker and has been working in the 
insurance industry for over 20 years. 

Mr. O’Marra is a graduate of Loyola College in Baltimore, 
with a Bachelor of Arts, Majoring in History and Minoring 
in Political Science. He lives on Long Island with his wife and 
two daughters. He serves on the Insurance Industry Charitable 
Foundation’s Northeast Board of Directors. 

Eve-Lynn Gisonni  
Partner  
Saxe, Doernberger & Vita

Ms. Gisonni addressed a number of legal issues associated 
with climate-related insurance claims. !e types of available 

coverage include physical injury to property and related loss 
of use, including loss of use of undamaged property. Ms. 
Gisonni identi"ed several concerns arising in climate related 
claims, including delays in addressing claims, and the num-
ber of costs that continue to accrue despite during process-
ing claims, such as real estate and property taxes, interest on 
loans, and even reconstruction costs that include permits and 
re-inspection fees. She noted that the most common types of 
climate related property damage include water, wind, mold, 
and destruction of buildings and their contents. Ms. Gisonni 
also noted that there are a number of legislative ways to ad-
dress issues with these claims, including prompt pay laws and 
fee-shifting statutes.

Ms. Gisonni is an attorney who has practiced insurance coverage 
law in New York for more than twenty-eight years where she spe-
cializes in addressing national policyholder insurance coverage 
claims and litigation. Ms. Gisonni represents individuals and 
corporate policyholders in coverage disputes across a wide array 
of lines of insurance including property, builder’s risk insurance, 
cyber insurance, life insurance, and private disability insurance. 
Ms. Gisonni is seasoned in all aspects of federal and state litiga-
tion and trial practice, and court decisions in her cases continue 
to be relied on as insurance law precedent.

Keynote Address
Amanda Lefton  
Commissioner 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation

Commissioner Amanda Lefton re%ected on her views 
about how critical representing the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is at 
this time because of uncertainty for the environment, and 
for environmental law, and related funding and initiatives, 
due to changes in priorities at the federal level. !is is par-
ticularly important, she noted, because the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency recently announced that 
it was rolling back signi"cant regulatory programs, with the 
actual impacts uncertain to New York. She noted that many 
state and federal programs, and funding, are integral to state 
environmental programs. 

Ms. Lefton stressed the need for New York to continue 
to take the lead, and for DEC, to protect the state’s natural 
resources, protect green spaces, help redevelop industrial sites 
and put them into productive use, and to continue to safe-
guard New York’s air, land, and water. 

Commissioner Lefton noted a variety of areas of environ-
mental improvement in the state. Notably, she discussed the 
success of New York’s clean air e$orts, resulting in a reduction 
of 90% in particular matter, 98% in sulfur dioxane, 84% in 
nitrogen oxides, 70% of VOCs, and 59% in carbon mon-
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oxide. Importantly, she also noted the positive public health 
impacts of air quality achievements. She noted continuing ef-
forts to further reduced climate impacting pollution such as 
regulations to reduce potent greenhouse gas emissions, from 
phasing out hydrocarbons, or HFCs& in cooling and refrig-
eration equipment and chemicals in electric transmission sys-
tems and equipment&

Ms. Lefton discussed how New York is making genera-
tional investments in resiliency and sustainability projects. 
!ese e$orts including continuing to advance the implemen-
tation of the $4.2 billion clean water, clean air, and green 
jobs Environmental Bond Act, the largest environmental 
Bond act in New York State history. Among other things, the 
Commissioner noted that these projects will improve com-
munities resilient to climate change, improve water quality, 
conserve critical open spaces, enhance recreational opportu-
nities, protect wildlife, and facilitate the transition to clean 
energy to the clean energy economy of the future. Addition-
ally, she noted that at least 35% with the goal of 40% are 
being invested in disadvantaged communities. !e Bond Act 
is estimated to create 84,000 green jobs in as Bond Act in-
vestments are made.

Commissioner Lefton discussed New York’s focus on cli-
mate resilience. !ese e$orts include improving coastal resil-
ience, a critical part of New York State’s sustained and wide-
ranging e$orts to prepare for extreme weather and prevent the 
devastating loss of life and community destruction we saw in 
Superstorm Sandy.&

She also noted that this year’s budget directs over $1 bil-
lion in new spending towards achieving a more sustainable 
future. !is landmark investment is expected to generate 
thousands of jobs slash household energy bills, and cut down 
our harmful pollution, in addition to funding comprehensive 
e$orts to reduce air pollution, deliver clean air, improve com-
munity resilience, and create an equitable transition to a clean 
energy economy. 

!e Commissioner also noted that DEC is implementing 
new updated wetlands regulations. She noted that given the 
complexity of these new regulations, the agency sta$ would 
be available to the public to answer questions, to ensure a 
smooth rollout moving forward, and for a transparent process 
moving forward.&

Ms. Lefton also noted that environmental justice remains 
a priority at DEC in order to address issues in New York 
communities that have been disproportionately impacted 
by pollution. She noted that the state Legislature passed the 
environmental justice siting law, also known as the cumula-
tive impact law, in part to address the legacy of segregation, 
red lining, and other discriminatory policies. !e new law 
requires a consideration of impacts and existing burdens of 

disadvantaged communities in certain environmental deci-
sion making. 

!e Commissioner noted that there is much at stake in 
New York State and across the country. During her tenure 
at DEC, she intends to work with partner agencies and lo-
cal communities to protect clean air, clean water, while also 
ensuring that we have a strong and robust economic develop-
ment program. 

Amanda Lefton’s diverse career spans the public and private 
sectors. She became the Commissioner of the DEC on May 28, 
2025.32 Prior to serving as the Commissioner, Ms. Lefton worked 
for RWE which is the third largest renewable energy company in 
the United States, with an asset base of over ten gigawatts of op-
erating wind, solar and battery projects. Ms. Lefton was the was 
Vice President of O%shore Development, U.S. East.

Previously, she served as the Director of the Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management within the Department of the Interior. 
Under her leadership, the agency developed and implemented 
an ambitious federal o%shore wind program creating a new in-
dustry of family supporting jobs and generational opportunity. 
Her collaborative approach brought together various stakehold-
ers to responsibly manage the nation’s critical o%shore energy and 
mineral resources.

Ms. Lefton also served as the First Assistant Secretary for 
Energy and Environment for the State of New York. In this 
role, she led the State’s environmental and climate initia-
tives overseeing a portfolio of executive agencies including the 
DEC. Previously, she has also worked for !e Nature Conser-
vancy in New York as the Deputy Policy Director and climate 
mitigation lead, the Rochester Regional Joint Board of Work-
ers United and the New York State Assembly and New York 
State Senate. 

Originally from Queens, Ms. Lefton grew up on Long Is-
land and holds a Bachelor of Arts from the University at Al-
bany. She now resides in the capital region with her wife and 
stepchildren.

New York State Legislator Panel
Deborah Glick, invited 
Assemblymember, 66th District 
Chair 
Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee

Assemblymember Deborah Glick, a lifelong resident of 
New York City, was elected to the NYS Assembly in 1990 
and became the "rst openly LGBTQ+ State legislator. As an 
elected o#cial, she has focused on civil rights, health care, 
lesbian and gay rights, the environment, housing, higher ed-
ucation, social justice, animal rights, funding for the arts and 
tenant’s rights. 
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Assembly Member Glick’s legislative victories are sub-
stantial, including: passage of the Reproductive Health Act, 
which codi"es Roe v. Wade in New York law; a bill to pro-
vide hospital visitation rights for domestic partners; a ban 
on internet hunting; a bill authorizing localities to use red 
light cameras and speed cameras; and passage of the campus 
sexual assault legislation, among many others. 

Assembly Member Glick serves as chair the Assembly 
Committee on Environmental Conservation, and serves on 
the Ways and Means, Rules, and Governmental Operations 
committees. She is a member of the Task Force on Women’s 
Issues and a member of the Legislative Woman’s Caucus. 

Peter Harckham  
Senator, 40th District 
Chair, Senate Environmental Conservation Committee 

Senator Pete Harckham has served New York’s 40th Sen-
ate District – encompassing parts of Westchester, Putnam, 
and Rockland counties – since 2019. He has built a reputa-
tion as a pragmatic and results-driven legislator. 

Before joining the state Senate, he served four terms on 
the Westchester County Board of Legislators, including two 
as majority leader, and later held roles in the administration 
of Governor Andrew Cuomo, focusing on community devel-
opment and infrastructure.

Senator Harkham has been a leading voice on environ-
mental policy. He authored the Packaging Reduction and 
Recycling Infrastructure Act, which aims to cut single-use 
plastic packaging by 30% over 12 years and improve recy-
clability, potentially saving New York $1.3 billion over the 
next decade. He also co-sponsored the Climate Resilient 
New York Act, proposing the creation of an O#ce of Re-
silience to coordinate state responses to climate-related di-
sasters. Additionally, he has sponsored legislation to regulate 
PFAS chemicals in biosolids, aiming to protect both food 
and drinking water 

Beyond environmental issues, Senator Harckham has 
worked to make the 2% Property Tax Cap permanent, deliv-
ered record aid to education, and addressed the opioid crisis 
by doubling minimum treatment times and reducing barri-
ers to life-saving treatment. 

Senator Harkham resides in South Salem, New York, 
with his partner, Jin-Hee Stevens, and is the proud father of 
two adult daughters, Emma and Kate

!e senator’s comments were provided to the Forum by 
Marie Kelly, Senator Harckham’s legislative director.

Endnotes
1. !e Annual Legislative Forum is a free and open-to-the-public 

event that brings together New York State legislative leaders 
and key experts to discuss a variety of new developments in 
environmental and energy legislation and law from various 
perspectives. It is a nonpartisan event that brings together lawyers 
from the public and private sectors and others interested in these 
"elds attend each year.

2. !ese impacts are expected to cause an additional 14.5 million 
deaths and $12.5 trillion in economic losses worldwide by 2050. 
See, Quantifying the Impact of Climate Change on Human Health, 
World Economic Forum, available at https://www.weforum.org/
publications/quantifying-the-impact-of-climate-change-on-human-
health/, last visited on April 22, 2025; see also, Quantifying the Impact 
of Climate Change on Human Health: Insight Report, January 2024, 
World Economic Forum, at 4, available at https://www3.weforum.
org/docs/WEF_Quantifying_the_Impact_of_Climate_Change_on_
Human_Health_2024.pdf, last visited on April 22, 2025.

3. See Exposed: A Report of 1.6 Trillion Dollars of Uninsured 
American Homes: Consumer Federation of America, 
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